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“I have chosen to be a paralegal…”
Amelia Earhart once said, “You can do anything you decide to do.  You can act to change and control your life; and the procedure, the process, is its own reward.”  I believe Amelia is correct in her thinking.  Each person has decisions or choices to make throughout their lives.  It is an ever-changing process.  Personally, I have had many changes in my lifetime.  Each one leading me to the next direction my life would take.  I was always trying to figure that all famous question “What do you want to be when you grow up?”  For many years I struggled to find the answer.  Would it be a musician, teacher, secretary, store manager, banker, or a project coordinator?  I tried them all still wanting and looking for something more in my life.  I wanted something that would challenge me mentally day to day and yet provide for me emotionally by helping others in their time of need.  I needed something that not only uses my intellectual capabilities but my desire to give back as well.  


I have made many choices in my lifetime, however, I have just now realized the answer to the question everyone asks of themselves, “What do you want to be when you grow up?” and that is a paralegal.   I have chosen this field for so many reasons; past experience, the challenge it proposes, the need to help others just to name a few.  Twenty years ago I had thought about being a paralegal but wasn’t sure of the field.  Attorneys, law books, and court systems can be a little daunting to a twenty year old.  Plus, I believe I had more life experiences to go through prior to making this decision.  Over the years, I have dealt with friends being beaten by their boyfriends, watched as a teacher held students back during breaks because of her prejudicial tendencies,  watched as helpless people were manipulated by criminals, families who go through divorce, child custody, and aging parents.  All of these instances and more have made me want to be able to help in some way.  


I have become tired of working in a job that is not challenging for me mentally or rewarding for me emotionally.  Simply stated, I need more.  I have begun my studies within the paralegal program at my college and finally feel at peace with what I have chosen.  I find myself excited to go to class and learn more each day.  I realize now, after all these years, that this is where I am to be in life.  It’s amazing how you can make one change and from that point forward, everything else surrounding you seems to fall into place.

Amelia is correct; you can do anything you want by changing your actions.  I found that I just needed to take control of my future instead of letting it control me. By doing so the procedure and process are a tremendous reward in my current life and I look forward to finding what rewards the future still hold for me.  
